What skill do | want to develop
as an Immersion Teacher?
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* learn better immersion strategies

* know your students better

» plan more effective activities

* be more creative

+ differentiate learning

» write better lesson plans






-~ “Immersion teaching keeps you
young, energetic, and happy, |
. and the time goes very fast.” | =5

Kindergartner teacher Angelica Chang
teaches mandarin at Starr King Elementary
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“Immersion teaching is
exhausting, but very satistying.”
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The Challenges of being an Immersion Teacher
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new strategies learner.

| find ways
to engage students. Challenges | make Chinese
understandable

| teach social
<kills. I am | observe
flexible. q lot
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How do | make the Chinese
Icmguage cc>m|:>rehen5||:)le2
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8 Best Practices

of an Immersion
leacher




Language
and

Gestures

Break

complex
content
into parts

Learning




| make input comprehensible
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* voice
* body language/gestures
. TPR

visuals

props

manipulatives

break complex content into parts
frequently check learning







| make input comprehensible
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Tone

Tone is the manner in which you speak and the quality of the sound that
your vocal chords produce.
Vocal tone is something that can be adjusted to a teacher’s advantage.

When wanting to convey a WAT'METr |'0ne, smile as you speak.

For delivering expectations, a more fO I'mCI| fONE should be used.

Think of your formal tone as your “professional” tone.



Speaking Chinese DOESN'T make you a
good Immersion Teacher



Monotone Voice

Which voice will
get your meaning

Expressive Voice across better?




| make input comprehensible
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Most teachers talk too loud. They turn up = ANV AR - A SR A\
the volume because they believe that the S7 R é/:] i T K i %}ﬁ
louder they are the better their students %]3 X k)ﬁ A1 VA 7{7 fi"\
ill listen.
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X 213

But it isn’t true.

Students tune out teachers who
bark commands and
instructions.

Vary the volume of your voice.



Use Pauses



| make input comprehensible

Temo

Your tempo is how quickly or slowly you speak.
Adjusting your tempo can be hard, but is very
important when delivering new information to

students.

Slow down
and

simplify language

when developmentally appropriate.
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Body Language
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Body Language and Gestures
are your SUPER POWERS




| make input comprehensible

Body Language/Gestures

Gestures reduce cognitive load.
Gestures free up working memory.

Gestures strengthen memory. (kinesthetics)




Immersion Teachers are Body Language Experts

Shoulder shrug Hand cupped to ear Crossed arms
Head tilt Hands on hips Tap wrist
Wavy hand Point finger to eyes Thumb up
Circle finger Arms stretched out Lower hands

Finger to lips



| make input comprehensible '
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Body Language/gestures “

Do not speak English or
Chinese.

Use body language only!
Your partner will try and
guess what you are
saying’




Total Physical
REesponse




| make input comprehensible

e Total Physical Response (TPR)

» comprehensible input
* stress-free environment
* the right to be silent




| make input comprehensible

Step 1: The teacher gives the command.
Step 2: The teacher models the movement.

Step 3: The student performs the action.



| make input comprehensible
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Comprehension
precedes

Production

(Krashen & Terrell, 1983, p. 20)



What's

wrong with “Mom. Mom. Say it after me."
this image?




| make input comprehensible
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Krashen, Stephen D. 1981. Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition



Robot Commands
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Acquisition vs. Learning

Active listening Forced production

and of
orocessing the __language
language they hear
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Immersion uses the Natural Approach

to teach Mandarin

—
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" History

Stephen Krashen and (R
Tracy Terrell developed the A A
"Natural Approach” in the early ="
eighties (Krashen and Terrell, J
1983), based on Krashens' five “
theories on second language "Acquisition requires
acquisition. meaningful interaction in the
target language - natural
‘L anguage acquisition does not communication - in which
require extensive use of speakers are concerned not

conscious grammatical rules, ~ With the form of their

and does not require tedious ~ Utterances but with the
drill." messages they are conveying

and understanding."




Visuals




| make input comprehensible

Sit down










| make input comprehensible

Radicals provide ‘hooks’ for memory
FERART AiTiee) s

Visual Cues for
learning
Characters




Train the brain to see patterns and connections.
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Connections strengthens memory
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Intensity influences memory




Students need to connect characters to visual memory
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Encourage imagination and ‘picture seeing’

R ER S
N
x5
H | H
T

btk Al dE:

7\
)
7K
%










| make input comprehensible

Props For Learning

small balls
table tennis balls
paper plates on sticks
hand shapes on sticks
Fish and magnets
happy/sad faces on sticks
ribbons on sticks

_ : _ balloons
Em— magic wand on sticks
i) &Fb 2 EL (}iﬁﬁl : flashcards on string

- puppets
AR, }i}jl? = feet cards
envelopes with character
cards

scarves

bean bags
kush balls




| make input comprehensible

Props and Gestures For Learning
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| make input comprehensible

Props and Gestures For Learning

A—

Immersion
Teachers need to
be Imaginative
and creative!



| make input comprehensible

A Bag of Props
Use props and gestures to teach a lesson. '

22
Look at the props
and imagine a
creative way to
help children
learn Chinese




Break complex
iINnformation into

smaller parts
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| make input comprehensible
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How do you introduce a new book to students?




| make input comprehensible

Breaks complex information into component parts
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| make input comprehensible

How will you break it down into components?
Pre-Reading L 2

e wm

* What's on the cover? Happy Bl'}hday
%é{]%‘f@ﬁ’f‘]‘zp EB'&? ‘ I\)r:\(lll“(ll i-Ho Lo
*This is the front. This is the back. K

* What is the title of the book?
(show flashcards)

* Guess whqt the book is about.
IR A X AR I AP
* What do we do when we listen?

ILHREE, REANZIMES

The Far East Book Co., Ltd.




| make input comprehensible

How will you break it down into components?
I > QD

e What’s on the cover? e Students do Actions
PBogF @A LY

* This is the front. This is
the back.

e Students make Sounds

, , * Teacher uses Exciting tone
* What is the title of the

book? (show flashcards) e Teacher uses Pauses

* Guess what the book is
about.

AR XA LY

* What do we do when we

listen? :
IREE, REAREIFES i Students engage Wli'h TPR

* Teacher slows down Tempo

e Teacher varies Volume




| make input comprehensible

Break complex information and processes into component parts

Design the first Lesson to
infroduce a new book.

ST E — R RN

What will the teacher say
and do?

H0F Bt A 2P B4 R?

What will the students do?
2k A AR




Design a lesson to introduce a book

How will you break a book into components?

Pre-Reading ** Post-Reading

* What's on the cover? e Students do Actions
P a3t 42 * Act out story

* This is the front. This is e Students make Sounds
the back. * Flashcard Games

* Teacher uses Exciting tone o .
* What is the title of the * Individual reading

book? (show flashcards) e Teacher uses Pauses

* Create
* Guess what the book s * Teacher slows down Tempo personalized
about. 0
HRAEXARAB BT A7 |
e What do we do when we * Teacher varies Volume

listen? :
UREE, (REARBIFES i Students engage Wli'h TPR




Fifective
FeedbackK




| use a variety of effective feedback techniques
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What 4 ways do
‘ . Pair you

R T with your partner give feedback
K

to students?@

Think
about the question

Share
. . ‘ your ideas with 'J)L: 71%. H}J lg ﬁ‘%‘:lj \E’ }l"jdn?:
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| use a variety of effective feedback techniques

Verbdl
o kw4

Very good! AR HF
Great effort! B KEIHH
| like how you.. 3% & W AR 9 7%

Thank you for... 48+ 1%

Non-Verbal
E| B 35

Thumbs up K335 AL %
Clap 48 F

Smile £33

Handshake GB35

High Five




| use a variety of effective feedback techniques

“Good Job!”

”Nice WOI'I(I” Praise vs. Feedback




Encourage
Say what

next steps.
YOU saw.

What would happen if...2

751'1% ? /7 ﬂza % o

Feedback=Moving learning forward

Give feedback

about

Say
Give non-verbadl

“thank you”
feedback.

effort.

fRdg (A Ki835)

Thank you!
Vil




| use a variety of corrective feedback strategies
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Elicitation 5|1

Teacher prompts

learners to comeup =~

with information.

Don’t give it to
them.




| use a variety of corrective feedback strategies

Metalinguistic
clues/explicit:
Teacher provides
comments or
information.



| use a variety of corrective feedback strategies

The teacher
indicates that
the message
has not been
understood.




| use a variety of corrective feedback strategies

Recasts: ']

Without directly w -

indicating that the -
student's utterance
was incorrect, the
teacher implicitly
reformulates the
student's error, and
provides the

correction.



How do | make

Student-Centered
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Student-centered Learning Starts With Us

”~

| guide students to make ‘#
" | their own discoveries.
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Know your students
Class of twenty 4 year olds

| learn by making
things




How well do you know
your students?
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2 year olds

Pretend Limited ‘sit time’
Big e ol
e 2%

Special foy Independent Free play [
Sensory Music and
activities Strong-willed movement




Friendships

Songs and rhymes

Classify objects

Concrete thinker

Attention span: 5-7min

Improved finger

Explore dexterity
Dramatic play Why?
Curious BIG emotions

&

-
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Social skills are improving



4 year olds




5 year olds




Direct Teaching Guided Learning
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Guided Learning 7l-#4%
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How will you activate prior knowledge?




How will students learn?®
2 & e A 52 3] Fr 6 N AP

group work videos 7 worksheets?
mini-lesson songs inquiry
R IRAR
technology learning centers

3






How do you
make characters

student-centered!?
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No Understanding

P







Very often, Chinese characters are the barrier to
successful Chinese language learning
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Before any characters are taught.....
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Space Visual cues

¥ 2 i3 & n

Py ¥

Building blocks

% 3%

o+ 3 =47
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Let students explore the square that

characters are in.
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Parts of the square
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*é%ai Jntian n. today
Eﬁ ?E mingtian n. tomorrow

BF 5% zudtian n. yesterday

%3{ chuntian n. spring, springtime
iéﬂ(ﬁ) ti1ang1 n. weather

x = tiankong n. sky, heaven
5.%3{ dongtian n. winter

Eﬂi x1atian n. summer



Classifying Characters
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Look, Cover, Write, Check

Look - Take a photo of the character in your head. m
Cover - When you are ready, cover the character with a Character Stick w
Write — Write the character carefully. ,’

Check - Is it written correctly? Yes? You can move onto the next character. No? Try the steps
again.
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Initially give English names to the writing strokes

Tk, BB ARELLF




down kick

©

straight cut

cut

down kick

Encourage students to ‘verbalize’ when writing.
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Students write their own books
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Getting the feel of Chinese
characters with Pre-writing activities

\
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2R .L7 REA— [ See the character
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e - ¥ M Touch the character
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[ Trace and make the character




Pre-Wriﬁng Activities

Popcorn characters Playdoh characters
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Pretzel characters

.
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Pre-Writing Activities




Allow students to add to the Word Wall

My # 5 Word Wall
Pronouns

ERE R |
-extends vocabulary beyond set

Family Members Cha:PaCtePS

I>“J I8 \[J UL l JL% Jr-, -easier to retrieve vocabulary

Locators

-becomes a, Reference for the class
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Personal Word Wall ?}Q éﬁ ,y\%/: jﬁ
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Chinese words i/‘\ %JLHST-I

| am

learning ;LL F#%f =
%H







Writing from Day 1

NH— K IF4E, AR P LE
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It was
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. said “UREF".

The & was 41 and /).
tH A0, & Hx.

F ran

The H

back to my %K.

was out, but it

started to 1.




Adopt an Animal Project for 5 year olds

Adopt a 514 Dongwii Project
NAME:

1. You will choose a different Dongwu each week.
2. You will take the Dongwl home with you and care for it.
3. You will write one sentence in Chinese about the Dongwu.

Your Dongw for this week is:
Week 1:

Your Dongwi for this week is:
Week 2:

Your Dongw for this week is:
Week 3:
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Adopt a %% Dongwu Project

NAME: ; J
1 You will choose a different Dongwu each week.
2 You will take the Déngwu home with you and care for it.
3 You will write one sentence in Chinese about the DOngwu.

Your Dongwi for this week Is:

Week 1: AR 1 R Sl SN
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y 4 3 |
J N
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Your Dongwu for this week is:
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Use a variety of writing tools.

i
LTI
LI LTI
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A Message Board




Notes
are

written
fo
friends
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Notes
are
written
o
teachers
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Fly Swat







Take The

Ice-cream
Challenge!

When the whole

class
can read all the
characters
we have an
lce-cream Party!







Reading Dice Games
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Sentence Mak

Ing




Sentence Making




Speaking







Talking Center




Talking Center




Talking Center

Telephone






Language
and

Gestures

Break

complex
content
into parts

Learning
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What do | need to make my
Passion Project work?

--—---.---q

| will brainstorm

strategics 10 use in
the classroom.

An area of Immersion teaching |
would like to focus on 1Sceeeseecs

@)
_ El
How will | know | am successful?

Who is my Passion Project buddy?

How will we work together? . I @
v




www.creativechinese.com/mandarin-seeds

CreativeChinese ‘ﬁllﬁ'#'}z

Resources and Ideas for Teaching Chinese Creatively

THE TEACHER LAB CULTURE RESOURCES THEMES A-L THEMES M-Z TECHNOLOGY TRENDING
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Email: creativechinesel @gmail.com



mailto:creativechinese1@gmail.com
http://www.creativechinese.com

