
The Thematic Approach to teaching 
Chinese

shaz@creativechinese.com

主题式的中文教学



What do successful Chinese language learners look like?

有成功地学中文的学生是什么样子？



Successful learners take responsibility for their learning 

成功的学生对自己的学习负责



•Successful learners are thinkers. 

How will I  
remember 
the 
characters?

In my daily life, 
how could I use 
this phrase?

What extra words will 
I need to order food 
at a restaurant?

What themes 
really  

interest me?

How will I 
demonstrate my 

understanding to the 
teacher?

在我的日常生活 中， 
我如何使用这个字呢？

我需要订购的食物 
在一家餐厅什么多余的话？

我如何记起这个中文字？

我将如何展示我 
所学到的知识给 
老师看呢？

感到最有兴趣？



Successful Learners are active.
主动学习



What is a  
theme?

主题是什么呢？



Traditional approach
教中文的传统方法



Teach
Assess Move onto  

new topic

传授
前进下个主题评量



ThemeTopics

Parts of body

Greetings

Numbers

Colors

Parts of body

Food

Sports

Weather

Animals

Colors

Numbers

Animals

题目 主题



I am a  
thinker

I am an  
active learner

I am an  
responsible for 

my learning



Traditional Approach

Greetings Name and Age Food and DrinkMy PetsMy FamilyAll about me Numbers

     No purposeSequential

Isolated topicsNo context 

Topic  
Approach 

to teaching Chinese
没有目的

单独的话题没有上下文

教中文的传统方法

乏味的按部就班



Topics Themes

What is the difference?
有什么区别？

题目 主题



Themes give 
a context for 

learning

topic

topic
topic

topic

topic

topic

主题式学习让你了解其中的来龙去脉



Themes give students practical skills to 
communicate in the real world.

?

主题让学生能实际地操作生活中的技能 



Topic: Clothing

names of clothes
color of clothes

What is this? This is my...

题材式教学:衣服

衣服的名字

这是什么..这是我的...

衣服的颜色



Topic: Clothing

names of clothes color of clothes

What is this? This is my...

Learning Outcomes
衣服的名字

这是什么..这是我的...

衣服的颜色

T恤  
毛线衣  
长裤  
短裤  

连衣裙  
裙子  
帽子  
围巾  
手套  
鞋子  
袜子 
大衣

红色  
绿色  
蓝色  
白色  
黑色  
黄色  

粉红色  
紫色

这是什么颜色?

Wear

穿运动鞋  
戴帽子



妈妈， 
我需要买新的 

衣服吧.

Theme: Mom, I need new clothes!



Brainstorm with students

I need new  
clothes!

What clothes 
do you need?

How will we  
get to the store?

When will we  
go? 

What 
do the clothes 

cost? 

How would you  
describe your  

clothes? 

What  
are your  

favorite clothes? 
Who will go 

with me?

跟学生一起动动脑

谁想跟我门一起去买东西？ 

您最喜欢什么样的衣服？

你需要买什么样的衣服？

描述你的衣服 

我门将如何去商店？

这件衣服多少钱？

我们什么时候去呢？



Theme: I need new clothes!

• How will we get to the store?

• transport • money 
• numbers

主题式教学:   我需要新的衣服!



Theme: I need new clothes!

• Who will go with me?

主题式教学:   我需要新的衣服!

• family
• friends



Theme: I need new clothes!

• What new clothes shall we buy?

• color

主题式教学:   我需要新的衣服!

• size • price 

89 

• clothing

• likes / dislikes
• expressions



Theme: Mom, I need new clothes!

Names of 
clothes

Color of clothes

What is this? This is my...

Learning Outcomes

这是什么..这是我的...

T恤  
毛线衣  
长裤  
短裤  

连衣裙  
裙子  
帽子  
围巾  
手套  
鞋子  
袜子 
大衣

红色  
绿色  
蓝色  
白色  
黑色  
黄色  

粉红色  
紫色

这是什么颜色?

Wear
穿运动鞋  
戴帽子 Numbers

Money

我们坐…….去… 
火车  
船  

总线  
出租车  
走路  

自行车

多少钱？

元
太贵/很便宜

Family/
friends

爸爸 
妈妈 
朋友

一二三四五六七八九十

Transpo
rt

Likes/dislikes
我喜欢………. 
我不喜欢…… 
我最喜欢……

太贵了 
很便宜 
好看 

不好看

Expressions

Size
太 
最 
大 
小 

大一点 
小一点

Descriptions

好看 
很漂亮 
很帅



Size

Descriptions

Theme: Mom, I need new clothes!Names of 
clothes

Color of clothes

What is this? This is my...

这是什么..这是我的...

T恤  
毛线衣  
长裤  
短裤  

连衣裙  
裙子  
帽子  
围巾  
手套  
鞋子  
袜子 
大衣

红色  
绿色  
蓝色  
白色  
黑色  
黄色  

粉红色  
紫色

这是什么颜色?

Wear

穿运动鞋  
戴帽子

Numbers

Money

我们坐…….去… 
火车  
船  

总线  
出租车  
走路  

自行车

多少钱？

元
太贵/很便宜

Family/
friends

爸爸 
妈妈 
朋友

一二三四五六七八九十

Transpo
rt

Likes/dislikes
我喜欢………. 
我不喜欢…… 
我最喜欢……

太贵了 
很便宜 
好看 

不好看

Expressions

太 
最 
大 
小 

大一点 
小一点

我觉得.. 
太长 
太短 

很舒服 
很漂亮 
很帅

Topic: Clothing

Names of clothes

What is this? This is my...

衣服的名字

这是什么..这是我的...

衣服的颜色

T恤  
毛线衣  
长裤  
短裤  

连衣裙  
裙子  
帽子  
围巾  
手套  
鞋子  
袜子 
大衣

红色  
绿色  
蓝色  
白色  
黑色  
黄色  

粉红色  
紫色

Wear 穿运动鞋  
戴帽子

Color of clothes
这是什么颜色?



Why use  
Themes?

为什么使用主题
来教中文？



记住

了解

分析

评估

创造

应用



Meaningful learning 

Students need to know the purpose for learning a language!
学生需要知道学习语言的目的是什么！



The search for meaning is innate.
“寻找意义”是与生俱来的能力 

The search for meaning comes through 
patterning.

寻找意义是透过思考的模式 

Emotions are critical to patterning.
情绪和思考的模式是息息相关的 



Themes dig deeper 

挖更深

• More communication

• More vocabulary

• More grammar
更多语法 多沟通 

更多的词汇 



Theme: I’m a TV Star!

A new TV channel is looking for a host for the Leisure 
channel.

You will create a video application for the position.
- include introduction of self

- hobbies and interests
- STPVO

- use: 还, 也, 有时候, 常常, 所以

Topic: Greetings and Introduction

Introduce yourself to the class.

Include:
An introduction of self

Your age and nationality
Your family members

Hobbies

我是一个电视明星问候和介绍



•Themes connect previous knowledge 

Greetings

Colors

Family

Numbers

主题连接先前的知识



Learners apply knowledge.
学生运用知识，来解决日常生活的问题

Parts of the body My Feelings Dates, Times, Numbers Descriptions
身体部位 我的感受 日期，时间，数字 说明



Themes embed real-world activities

现在我知道为什么我学习中文 现在我知道如何买到北京的火车票

Now I know how  
to buy a train  

ticket  
to Beijing

Now I know why  
I am learning  

Chinese!



Themes recycle language

My Robot Meeting my Sports hero

• parts of body 
• actions 
• greetings and introductions 
• size 
• color 
• numbers 
• family

• greetings and introductions 
• sports 
• hobbies 
• likes/dislikes 
• family 
• transport 
• food 
• emotions

我的机器人 采访我的体育英雄

主题让我们回收再利用所学的语言



Greetings and Introductions

Sports

Food

Transport

Family

Hobbies

Likes/dislikes

Emotions

Theme: A Night out with your Sports hero

• I will plan a night of fun for my 
Sports hero.  

• I will prepare interview 
questions. 

• I will introduce myself to my 
Sports hero (name, age, family 
etc.,) 

我跟我的体育英雄出去玩儿。



How do I  
develop my own  

Theme? 

我该如何开始发展主题式教学呢?我该如何开始发展主题式教学呢?



Learning Outcomes 学习成果STEP 1

What will 
students 

be able to do?



Learning Outcomes
学习成果

STEP 1

weather forecast 
distance 

dates/time 
money 

shopping 
transport 

food 
price 



Clear Learning Outcomes
What am I 

going to learn 
today?

我今天要学习什么？



 Student-Friendly Learning 
Outcomes

I can.....

I am able to .....

I know..... I will be able to .....

I am learning how to.....

I can tell...

I can write...

I can read..



Display the Learning OutcomesSTEP 2
展示学习效果



Give  
Learning Outcomes  

to students

I will be able 
to read a 
Chinese 
menu!

给学生他们自己的学习成果

• Track their own learning 
•追踪自己的学习 
• Sense of achievement 
•成就感 
• Students are engaged
学生的参与感



Context

Choose a real-life contextSTEP 2
选择一个真实的情境

I am a TV weather  
forecaster

Let’s go to 
Disneyland!

I’m planning a class  
lunch

我是一名电视气象预报员

去迪士尼乐园玩儿

我计划一个课堂午餐



Topic

Context

?
Topic

Topic

Topic

Topic

STEP 3 What topics will you include?
你会涵盖什么话题？



Numbers

Things to do

Weather I am a TV Weather 
Forecaster

Days of the week, Numbers, Time

Identify all topics related to the theme 



Clothing

What Language will students learn?

Age / Numbers

I’m a TV  
Weather 

Forecaster一二三四五六七八九十

你几岁？

你多大了？

我今年....岁。

蛋糕 
水果 
牛奶 
饼干 

三明治 

Weather

STEP 4

Dates 一月 
二月 
三月 
四月 
五月 
六月 
七月 
八月 
九月 
十月 

十一月 
十二月

几号 
星期一 
星期二 
星期三 
星期四 
星期五 
星期六 
星期天

Clothes

买东西 
气球 
蜡烛 
帽子 
礼物 
卡片



Engage students with questionsSTEP 5

Theme

用问题引导学生



Question students: What language will you need?
问学生：你将会用到什么语言？

ACTIVE Learners



Responsible Learners
负责学习



Learning Outcomes

学习成果
STEP 1

Choose a real-life contextSTEP 2

STEP 3 What topics will you include?

What Language will students learn?STEP 4

STEP 5 Students demonstrate their learning with 
a culminating activity.

选择一个真实的情境

学生展示他们的成果展

学生会学到什么语言呢？

你会包含哪些题材呢？



文化元素

语言目的 读与回答

写作

口语互动

Lesson Plan template

课程规划的模型

语言话题

评量





Thumbs Up



Day 1 of Chinese class
学习中文的第一天



欢迎您到华语班来我想告诉大家很好的消息.



A year-long Project

Your parents have just told you they have bought a luxurious 
hotel in Singapore. In just a month you will be moving to live 

there.

你的父母告诉你了，他们已经在新加坡买了一家高级豪华的
酒店。一个月以后，你将搬去新加坡住.” 



Engage students with questionsSTEP 5



What will I eat?
How will I make  

new  
friends?

How will I  
get around?

What will I  
study  

at school?

What’s the  
weather like?

I don’t have a 
Passport. 
HELP!!

The Big Questions

How will I  
pack?



Theme: I am moving to Singapore! 
Brainstorm with students

SentencesVocabulary Questions Grammar







Learning  
Outcomes



September / October

1. Make a Passport  2. Pack a suitcase  3. Intensive conversation 

准备一本护照  ｜ 打包行李  ｜密集的对话   



YOU WILL PREPARE TO MOVE 
TO SINGAPORE.

MONTH #1



中国 新加坡



Make your own Passport with 
8 pieces of information about 
yourself.
(Use Vocabulary Cards)

做一本你自己的护照,内
容要有八项个人的基本 
资料(用单字卡)











A trip overseas
出国之旅



ACTIVATE previous knowledge: 
动脑想想，先前的经验知识 

 Who has made a reservation before?
What language will we need?

I will be able to introduce myself.
I will be able to say where I want to fly.
I will be able to say which date / time I am flying.
I will be able to say how I will pay for the ticket.
I will be able to express thanks.

Making a Flight Reservation 





Ready to pack your suitcase?
你的行李箱准备好了吗？

clothes colors size number preferenceseasons



November



What is the context?

Create a context!

情境是什么？

创造一个情境



On the plane I will be able to tell someone about my 
family.

在飞机上，我能跟一个人说说有关我家人的事。



Speaking Tasks

• You will be able to:

• Describe your family 
members. (age, name, job, 
likes)

• You will be able to 
maintain a conversation 
by asking questions.

• What I am looking for:

• Clear pronunciation

• Good sentence structures

• Ability to maintain a 
conversation by asking 
questions

• Use of photos / props to convey 
meaning

口语任务



Speaking Task:  You will role-play asking for food 
and drink while on the plane.

What language will you need?

I would like to eat....

I would like to drink....

Do you have....? ... ?

Excuse me, Miss / Mr.  ..

Food and drink vocabulary

Courtesy phrases

口语任务: 你将角色扮演，在飞机上，点餐。



…….. ….

…





December
十二月



Transport, location, directions, rooms and furniture, greetings, family members, packing a suitcase, buying a 
ticket,





My Daily Routine: 
6am - Arrive at work
6:30am - Set up tables

6:30am - Service breakfast
10am - Clean tables

My Daily Routine:  
我早上六点起床，准备工作 

我早上六点半..... 
七点....  
十点....

 
 

 



Things to do in Singapore
在新加坡时有什么好玩儿的地方？



You go out with friends to a restaurant. You have a 
bad experience.  Write a letter of  complaint.



Intro: Greeting
Step 1: When did this happen?
Step 2: Who were you with?

Step 3: What was the name of the 
restaurant?

Step 4:  What did you order?
Step 5:  What was the problem?

Step 6: How did you feel?
Step 7: Closing and date.

TASK: Brainstorm 
in small groups 

what happened at 
the restaurant





Plan a 3 day Itinerary for a guest at the hotel 

计划三天的行程，给酒店的客人

• Local areas of interest

• Days, times

• Transport

• Buy tickets

• Restaurants/shopping



A Weather Unit
天气篇



A Weather Unit

What language will you need to know? 

Days of Week / Time / Numbers / Degrees / 
Places / Weather

Getting Started 

Choose which major city you will 
do.

Print the weather forecast for 5 
days.

Write a Script for your Weather 
forecast and have it approved by 
your teacher.

Rehearse your Weather forecast 
with your partner.

Present your Weather Forecast 
with suitable props.



A Weather Unit

What I am looking for:

1.  Clear and well-rehearsed 
pronunciation.
2.  Expression and good use of tones
3.  A confident presentation
4.  Use of props to add interest and 
meaning



Use Authentic resources
使用当地的资源



January



February

Interview a Sports Person

采访一位体育明星 



You go out with friends to a restaurant. You have a bad 
experience.  Write a letter of  complaint.

你和朋友去餐馆用餐，但你们非常不满意，
写下一封投诉信。



Intro: Greeting
Step 1: When did this happen?
Step 2: Who were you with?

Step 3: What was the name of the 
restaurant?

Step 4:  What did you order?
Step 5:  What was the problem?

Step 6: How did you feel?
Step 7: Closing and date.

TASK: Brainstorm in 
small groups 

what happened at 
the restaurant



Now it is your turn to 
brainstorm a theme.

我现在想给大家一个机会动动脑



The Thematic Approach to teaching 
Chinese

shaz@creativechinese.com

主题式的中文教学


