The Thematic Approach to teachi
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What do successful Chinese language learners look like?

AR P T A RAT 24T

il




Successful learners take responsibility for their learning
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e Successful learners are thinkers.
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Successful Learners are active.
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What is a

theme?
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Traditional approach
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Let’s meet our friends!

Introduction The 4 Chinese sounds
Chapter 1 Hello!

Chapter 2 Names & Numbers
Chapter 3 Age & Numbers
Chapter 4 My Family

Chapter 5 My Home

Chapter 6 My School Bag
Chapter 7 Food & Drink
Chapter 8 Parts of the Body
Chapter 9 What’s the Time?

Chapter 10 My Clothes
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Topics AL H

Animals k&

Numbers

Greetings |

A Parts of body.__
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Traditional Approach
T LR T ik

Greetings Name and Age All about me Numbers My Family My Pets Food and Drink

Approach
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What is the difference?
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context
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Themes give students practical skills to
communicate in the real world.
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Topic: Clothing
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names of clothes —
AR AT 4 T / \ color of clothes
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Topic: Clothing

Learning Outcomes
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Theme: Mom, | need new clothes!




Brainstorm with students &5 4 — A2 33 ix
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Theme: | need new clothes!
FAXAT: RSB RIR

* How will we get to the store?
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Theme: | need new clothes!
FTARAXHTF: REZITRR

* Who will go with me?




Theme: | need new clothes!
FTARAXHTF: REZITRR

* What new clothes shall we buy?

. clothing/ i l \

e color

~ * expressions

* likes / dislikes



Theme: Mom, | need new clothes!
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Names of Theme: Mom, | need new clothes!
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Why use

Themes?
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Evaluate

Analyze

Apply
Understand

Remember




Meaningful learning

Alamy

Students need to know the purpose for Iearning a language!
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The search for meaning is innate.
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The search for meaning comes through
patterning.
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Emotions are critical to patterning.
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Themes dig deeper
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Topic: Greetings and Introduction Theme: I'm a TV Starl!
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Introduce yourself to the class.

Include:
An introduction of self
Your age and nationality A new TV channel is looking for a host for the Leisure
Your family members channel.
Hobbies You will create a video application for the position.

- include introduction of self
- hobbies and interests
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* Themes connect previous knowledge
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Learners apply knowledge.
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Parts of the body My Feelings Dates, Times, Numbers Descriptions
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Themes embed real-world activities
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Themes recycle language
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Meeting my Sports hero
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Theme: A Night out with your Sports hero
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How do |

develop my own
Theme?




STEP 1 Learning Outcomes #7#4%

What will
students
be able to do?




Mandarin as a Foreign Language — Level 3

Standard
1-MFL-3

Verbal
communication

Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain
information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.

Students will:

1.1 Be able to understand the main points in short passages
composed of familiar language.

1.2 Be able to give introductions and oral reports on personal
interests and familiar events, for example, an extended weather
forecast, their experiences of learming Mandarin and other
experiences where they have had an occasion to use authentic
language.

1.3 Be able to express intention and volition, as well as their failure
to establish meaning, and be able to request additional
information.

1.4 Be able to use numbers in relation to distance, time and money.
1.5 Be able to report on personal hobbies and interests.

1.6 Be able to identify and express misunderstandings in a variety
of skill modalities and to employ strategies for clarifying
meaning and requesting clarification.

1.7 Be able to use and respond to appropriate conventional
etiquette and other social norms, for example, to make
requests, give polite refusals, give commands and admonitions,
make suggestions, show appreciation and respond to holiday
greetings.

1.8 Be able to discuss and contrast options and preferences in
clothing, shopping, food, weather, transportation and other daily
topics.

1.9 Be able to make routine requests and informational inquiries, for
example, to ask for and provide street and transportation
directions, to make inquiries about price, size, availability and
taste when shopping, and to find out about the weather.

1.10 Be able to engage in a conversation of up to eight
exchanges of taught content unrehearsed.

1.11  Be able to narrate sequences of events, for example, study
and other lifestyle routines, to narrate shopping, dining and
other experiences, to discuss the weather over a period of time
and to give a sequence of directional commands.

1.12 Be able to explain their own personal development and
growth in their ideas and habits in Mandarin.

STEP 1

Learning Outcomes
5 3 R

weather forecast
distance
dates/time
money
shopping
transport
food
price



Clear Learning Outcomes
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What am |

going to learn
today!?
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Student-Friendly Learning
Outcomes

| can..... | can tell...
| can read..
| am able to
| can write...

| know.....




STEP 2 Display the Learning Outcomes

My learning targets Done? When?

1 | To be able to describe family and friends

2 | To know the names of some school subjects

To know the names of some hobbies/free-time
activities

4 | To know how to describe daily routine

5 | To improve my listening skills

My learning targets Done? When?

1 To be able to describe leisure activities

2 | To describe some gifts and souvenirs

3 | To be able to use numbers

To know the names of some places in a
town/region

5 | To improve my listening skills




e A AMATE T F 3T R
II::tmseg:o to a Chinese restaurant e, G ive

| will be able to:

| Find the restaurant on a map by following directions Le q r n I n g O U i.c o m e s
J Choose transport to visit the restaurant 'I'O S 'I'U d e n 'I'S

_ Express day of week, and time for visit
;J Book a table at a restaurant by phone
] Order food and drink at the restaurant

] Create my own Chinese menu

| will be able
to read a
Chinese

J Ask for a menu

J Express hunger

_] Express likes and dislikes
| . | menu!
_J Ask someone what food and drink they like

J Answer basic questions from Chinese speaking waiter/waitress
] Ask where the toilet is

_] Ask if someone can use chopsticks

| Ask for the bill

S * Track fheir own learning
| o IBFZH THYF

e Sense of achievement

 Students are engaged

EPRPUN




STEP 2 Choose a real-life context
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I’'m planning a class
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| am a TV weather HIH X —MREFE
forecaster == oy

e
;

' :.. o

— & WAL R TR N

i 4

Let’s go to
Disneyland!
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STEP 3 What topics will you include?

fRA i £ 4T A5 M2

Topic Topic

Topic



|dentify all topics related to the theme
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Days of the week, Numbers, Time
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Weather in Beijing in March Things to Do
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Age / Numbers
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STEP 4 What Language will students learn?
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Weather

Chinese Vocabulary Words for Weather

Rain i Yi
Snow = Xué
Fog 3 Wu
Cloudy 2R Dudyin
Sunshine B Yangguang
Cold % Léng
Warm Jaah B Weénnuan
Windy B You féng

Ny

I'ma TV
Weather

Forecaster
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STEP 5 Engage students with questions
A 1P AR 5| 35

[_ Bramsform




Question students: What language will you need?

Pl ARRFAR R 2B E 2

ACTIVE Learners




Responsi?le Learners
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STEP 1 Learning Outcomes
5 5] R

STEP 2 Choose a real-life context
HF—NELER

STEP 3 What topics will you include?
fra e iR R R, ?

STEP 4 What Language will students learn?

FAXFTIMFLETR?

STEP 5  Students demonstrate their learning with
a culminating activity. # 4 & Fted16 &R



Lesson Plan template

PRAZHLR 0 B A

Language Topics

E3 A

Standards

%3 B

Reading and Responding
Students will be able to:

Cultural Component:
Students will be able to:

AL ZE

Assessment
Reading and Responding

Writing

Oral Interaction

=

iﬂjﬁ

\__]:’ /:}‘-
== )
Writing

Students will be able to:

B 1F

Oral Interaction
Students will be able to:

15 & 5




Topic: The Olympics Workstations %

4 H #:

Group Members:

Task #1 Task #2 Task #3 Task #4 Task #5

EX—

EXM—

E¥=

Ew

EME

Every day, please record the Activity you are working on and when completed write: & 7

All Workstation Tasks and the Participation Rubric are due on




Thumbs Up

"Thumbs Up' Checklist

/5D

Chinese Class
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On Participation
Task

On Participation
Task

On Participation
Task

On Participation
Task

On Participation
Task

2 points = Yes 2 points = Yes 2 points = Yes 2 points = Yes 2 points = Yes
1 point = Sometimes 1 point = Sometimes 1 point = Sometimes 1 point = Sometimes 1 point = Sometimes
0 points = No 0 points = No 0 points = No 0 points = No 0 points = No

This week's Total Points: /20




Day 1 of Chinese class
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A year-long Project

Your parents have just told you they have bought a luxurious
hotel in Singapore. In just a month you will be moving to live
there.

REGLFENFART, RATCEEFHFMEET —EHREHENY
B, —ARAVE, ARFFR & HT AR



STEP 5 Engage students with questions

f Bramsform |




How will | make
new
friends?

What will | eat?

What will |
study
at school?

How will |
pack?

How will |
get around?

What's the
weather like?

| don’t have a
Passport.
HELP!!

The Big Questions



Theme: | am moving to Singapore!
Brainstorm with students

Vocabulary Questions Sentences Grammar




Packing

(clothing, colors, size
descriptions)

Pack a suitcase and
describe the clothing items
you are taking to China.

On the Plane

(meeting someone new -
greetings, nationality,
family, food, drink, time,)

Create a video of you and
a friend meeting a stranger
on the plane.

Is your Passport ready?

(basic information about
self - age, name, tamily)

Creale a Passport and
present to the class.

Vigit Tlan An Men Square

(taking photos, friends,
describing)

Arrival

(meeting someone new, first
impressions, family,
occupations, weather)

Write a Diary entry of your first
day in China.

Getting around In China

(order a taxi, time,
directions, locations)

With a partner, create an
audio file reserving a taxi to
your house.

10 Quick Questions!

(nationality, numbers, age,
nationality, likes/dislikes,
sport, food)

Rehearse 10 questions to
ask your Chinese penpal.
Present a short roleplay.

Vigit to your Penpal's School

(transport, school schedule,
school buildings, subjects)

Send an email to your teacher
about your visit to a Chinese
school.

(C) Shaz Lawrence - www.creativechinese.com 2010

Getting to your new home

(transport, housing, rooms,
descriptions, greetings)

Make an illustration and
description of your new home in
China.

Farewell Banquet

(order food, money, time,
likes/dislikes)

Participate in a real
Chinese lunch and use
only Chinese to describe
the food.




Welcome to Chinese classes!

Your parents have just told you they have bought a luxurious hotel in Beijing. In just a month you will be
moving to live in China.

Learning Objectives Content Learning Outcomes — | will be able
-
September Describe self and family | body parts, descriptions, 1. Make a Passport / ID Card
/ October Let's get ready to move members namt; age,lnart‘l.onahq:, 2. Pack a suitcase
to China! Describe clothing and s .er§, s _'"g‘ — ers, 3. Buv 2 ticket
make decisions about descriptions, size, famlly . BUy
what to pack members, occupation, ages, 3. Describe family members
nationalities, transport, time, 4.C onalit
days of week . Compare nationalities
5. Visit luxury hotel with map and
label rooms
Month Theme Learning Objectives Content Learning Outcomes — | will be able
o -
November Describe family Family, personality, simple 1. Role-play ordering food/drink on
On the Plane personalities conversation, getting to know | the plane
Ask questions about so:\efme; fo:d / .drmk, 2. Survey classmates about food
families EFSSETNS: FUEE, PSS likes/dislikes
numbers, watching TV,
Talk about choosing movies' weather' 3. Write a dally joumal (hopes,
boyfriend/girlfriend expectations)
Order food and drink 4. Present a weather forecast

Choosing movies to
watch

5. Create a TV Guide of favorite
shows




SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER

Introduce my family (names, ages, occupations)

Discuss my family members personalities and interests.

Describe my friends (nationality, appearance, age, personality, interests)
Make an airline booking

Make a virtual tour of a hotel (rooms, locations, directions)

Pack a suitcase (clothing, colors, size, descriptions)

Create a Passport with information about myself (appearance, colors, size)
NOVEMBER - On the Plane

Express my likes and dislikes of food and drink on the plane

Create a video of a weather forecast

Choose a movie to watch on the plane

Communicate with a stranger on the plane (family, nationality, likes, dislikes, etc.,)
DECEMBER - At the hotel

Give directions to taxi driver

Brainstorm forms of transport and describe transport to school, on a trip, shopping
etc.,

Design a Chinese menu for the hotel

Make a webpage about the hotel and it's gym (time, location, activities)
JANUARY - School in China

Express school subjects likes and dislikes

Describe daily routine

Interview sports star about life and sport

Learning
Outcomes



September / October

Learning Objectives

Content

Learning Outcomes — | will be able
to...

September
/ October

Let’s get ready to move
to China!

Describe self and family
members

Describe clothing and
make decisions about
what to pack

body parts, descriptions,
name, age, nationality,
numbers, clothing, colors,
descriptions, size, family
members, occupation, ages,
nationalities, transport, time,
days of week

1. Make a Passport / ID Card
2. Pack a suitcase

3. Buy a ticket

3. Describe family members

4. Compare nationalities

5. Visit luxury hotel with map and
label rooms

|. Make a Passport 2.Pack a suitcase 3.Intensive conversation

4 — A4
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PASSPORT

Make your own Passport with

)
%}j IE!\Q\ 8 pieces of information about

yourself.
(Use Vocabulary Cards)
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B Chinese Visas

5

by students learning

Chinese in Year 7 and
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A trip overseas
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Making a Flight Reservation
LT — 1A,

ACTIVATE prewous knowled
Z]b HU ZE.; ZE.; | 7%) H‘ 6 22 7/\4:‘3?/\

Who has made a reservation before?
What language will we need?

| will be able to introduce myself.

| will be able to say where | want to fly.

| will be able to say which date / time | am flying.
| will be able to say how | will pay for the ticket.
| will be able to express thanks.



1. VI 22 Booking tickets
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Ready to pack your suitcase!?
RAITFRESET TS ?

clothes colors size seasons number preference




November

Month Theme Learning Objectives Content Learning Outcomes — | will be able
to...
November Describe family Family, personality, simple 1. Role-play ordering food/drink on
On the Plane personalities conversation, getting to know | the plane

Ask questions about
families

Talk about
boyfriend/girlfriend

Order food and drink

Choosing movies to
watch

someone, food / drink,
ordering food, prices,
numbers, watching TV,
choosing movies, weather,

2. Survey classmates about food
likes/dislikes

3. Write a daily journal (hopes,
expectations)

4. Present a weather forecast

5. Create a TV Guide of favorite
shows




What is the context!

L 2
My family

4 Xiaoying introduces her family.
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Create a context!

b3 — A 5



On the plane | will be able to tell someone about my
family.
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Speaking Tasks

7 EE S

‘e What | am looking for:

‘ ° ° d ° o
You will be able to: :® (Clear pronunciation

® Describe your family
members. (age, name, job,
likes)

i Good sentence structures

SO Ability to maintain a
conversation by asking

® You will be able to :
questions

maintain a conversation

by asking questions. ‘e Use of photos / props to convey

meaning



Speaking Task: You will role-play asking for food
and drink while on the plane.

DR S RAE R B BE, ERLE, B,

What language will you need!?

| would like to eat....s=w15
| would like to drink....samE

Excuse me, Miss / Mr. izja.

Do you have....? 5..132

Food and drink vocabulary

Courtesy phrases









December
+ = H

Month Theme Learning Objectives Content Learning Outcomes — | will be able
to..
December Describe rooms and Locations, descriptions of 1. Give hotel direction to taxi
At the Hotel furniture rooms, numbers, transport, driver

Getting around

directions, food/drinks

2. Create map of surrounding area

3. Read Map of Hotel and give
directions to guests

4. Create Hotel menu
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My Daily Routine:
6am - Arrive at work
6:30am - Set up tables

6:30am - Service breakfast
|0am - Clean tables
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My Daily Routine:
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Things to do in Singapore
T 3 e B A A ABF I M T 2




You go out with friends to a restaurant.You have a
bad experience. Write a letter of complaint.




Intro: Greeting
Step |:When did this happen?
Step 2:Who were you with?
Step 3:What was the name of the
restaurant?

Step 4: What did you order?
Step 5: What was the problem?
Step 6: How did you feel?
Step 7: Closing and date.

' 

Brainstorm |



A letter of complaint

6

%32 S A

HFRATE 0 BRAFIAKL —EANNA BFURGIRIE IR ©
HRITHRTRAFERETE T - 22014 KNEZTF

TMe X mAFIRRE
RETHTHEE > LRI | KRR HJLKALT ©
RARBRITEHMNNTEA B A&KMAER -
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Plan a 3 day Itinerary for a guest at the hotel

HXIZ KRR, BIEENEA

Local areas of interest
Days, times

Transport

Buy tickets

Restaurants/shopping



A Weather Unit




A Weather Unit

What language will you need to know? Getting Started
Days of Week / Time / Numbers / Degrees / Choose which major city you will
Places / Weather do.

Print the weather forecast for 5

Today Thu Fri Sat Sun
Jan 18 19 20 21 22 da_ys.
- - -y

D ROTE L Write a Script for your Weather
Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy Showers Showers Showers forecaSt and have It approved by
71°F 72° 68° 57° 51° )'OUI’ teaCher.
High High Hign High Hign
57° 58° 56° 48° 46°
Rehearse your Weather forecast
52;6101"::»4 of Rain :2;(')1‘12!'1:»4 Oof Kain ;,c')loz'rtw of Rain é,dlol'ij of Rain 601(;3»4 of Kain Wlth your Partner.

Present your Weather Forecast
with suitable props.




A Weather Unit

What | am looking for:

1. Clear and well-rehearsed
|pronunciation.

12. Expression and good use of tones
{3. A confident presentation

14. Use of props to add interest and
imeaning
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January

January

Going to school in China

Explain school
timetable

Express subjects
likes/dislikes

Compare school system
in China and home
country

Describe
teachers/descriptions

Describe school
uniform

school subjects, times, days of
week, likes/dislikes, timetable,
school buildings, sports at
school, teachers and
descriptions, school uniform

1. Locate school on map and plan
the best way to get there

2. Journal entry of first day at
school

3. Describe friends
4. Create School Timetable
5. Write letter re-school in China

6. Describe teachers and
personalities.

= |




February

Month Theme Learning Objectives Content Learning Outcomes — | will be able
to...
February Describe hobbies and Free time activities 1. Role-play going shopping
Time off from school! locations Shopping, money, fashion 2. Plan a weekend of fun with
Free time in China Currency Technology friends

Clothing 3. Enter ‘My Hobbies’ speaking
TV/ Internet contest in Beijing

Shopping 4. Write an article about media in

Chinese magazine

Expressing opinions

Interview a Sports Person




You go out with friends to a restaurant.You have a bad
experience. Write a letter of complaint.
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Intro: Greeting
Step |:When did this happen?
Step 2:Who were you with?
Step 3:VWhat was the name of the
restaurant?

Step 4: What did you order?
Step 5: What was the problem?
Step 6: How did you feel?
Step 7: Closing and date.

TASK: Brainstorm in }
’ small groups
what happened at
I the restaurant
LiREn: (RAIRAG/NERA B3
i ohhm, TBRERTH, &%E
T AE?




Now it is your turn to
brainstorm a theme.
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The Thematic Approach to teachi
Chinese )
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