
Differentiation



 



All students 
complete the 
same activities

Students are 
given choices 
about what they 
complete.



I mostly use 
whole class 
instruction.

I use groups, partners, 
whole class and individual 
formats.



I group students 
according to 
ability 

I group students 
according to 
interests and 
needs



I use similar 
teaching 
strategies every 
day.

I vary my 
strategies.



I assume my 
students have no 
prior knowledge.

I pre-assess 
before I start new 
work.



Learning Goals 
are the same for 
all students.

I adjust Learning 
Goals to meet the 
needs of students.



When re-teaching, I 
give more practice/
drill.

When re-teaching, I use 
different methods.



Enrichment work is 
more content /skills

Enrichment work 
requires critical thinking



I assess learning at 
the end of a unit.

I use ongoing assessment 
to check learning.



I assess the same 
way for all students.

I provide a variety of ways for 
students to demonstrate skills.



How can we maximize learning for ALL students?





ReadRepeat

Write
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“That’s the way we have always done it!”



I use the 
same

strategies
to teach.

I teach 
the 

whole class 
together.

I assess at
the end of

a unit.

I assess all 
students 

the 
same way.





I can do it all by myself. I like to follow the images.

I get someone to help me. I watch a video

1 2

3 4





“请爬树上”
Who would be successful?



Traditionally the language classroom has been 
focused on ONE learning style: LINGUISTICS  



As students, we also experienced the same teaching methods.



Traditional Teaching Method



Change CONTENT - What to improve learning for all students.



Change PROCESS - What to improve learning for all students.



Change PRODUCT - What to improve learning for all students.





STEP 1: 
Do you know your students?



1.LEARNING STYLE: Student Survey of Learning Styles
2. NEEDS: Student Pre-Assessment of content
3. INTERESTS: Student Interest Survey



I prefer to work
in a group.

I have been
speaking 
Chinese
since I was 2. 

I have an 
interest in
art and design.



1.Student Survey of 
Learning Styles

How do you learn 
best?





Cookie cutter approach to teaching Chinese
千篇一律的中文教学方法



Tiered Activities

Learning Styles

Choice

1

2

3





I can do it all by myself. I like to follow the images.

I get someone to help me. I watch a video

1 2

3 4



Many different abilities, skills, and interests
许多不同的能力，技能和兴趣



Word  
smart

Music  
smart

Body  
smartGroup  

smart

There is a disconnect in the classroom

教师的教学与学生的学习方法存在失联



Differentiation: We match learning 
experiences to meet student’s needs 



人际关系智能

逻辑智能

空间智能

音乐智能

语言智能

自我认智能
运动智能

自然观察智能

一 二
三

四

五六七

八



write

talk



Word Smart 我擅长文字







sequencing

graphs / surveys



Logic Smart 我擅长逻辑思维



Problem-
solving

Activities

问题解决型游戏



representing

looking

perspectives



Picture Smart 我擅长图片记忆



Connections strengthens memory
联系强化记忆









tones

movement

rhythm 



works alone

thinker/reflects

internal 
motivation



1. Three times a week, you will write an entry in
your ⽇日记. You can use 英⽂文 and 中⽂文 to start with.

2. The Journal is where you will write your thoughts, opinions, and 
likes/dislikes about anything. You may also illustrate your journal.

3. Every Friday, I will collect your Journals and give you feedback 
about your writing.

SELF SMART 我擅长自学



写作是一个过程，
要允许学生犯错误

Writing is a 
process, and 
students are 

permitted to make 
mistakes!





 Adopt an Animal Project 
for 5 year olds
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coordinated

movement

actions/gestures



The Human Robot
BODY SMART



communicate

gets along with others

feedback



EXAMPLE



课程计划是关键

Planning for our 
students is the KEY

As teachers, we have a responsibility to:



Theme: Mom, I need new clothes!



I need new  
clothes!

What clothes 
do you need?

How will we  
get to the store?

When will we  
go? 

What 
do the clothes 

cost? 

How would you  
describe your  

clothes? 

What  
are your  

favorite clothes? 

Who will go 
with me?



Theme: I need new clothes!

How will we get to the store?

• transport 
• money 

• numbers



Theme: I need new clothes!

• Who will go with me?

主题式教学:   我需要新的衣服!

• family

• friends



Theme: I need new clothes!

• What new clothes shall we buy?

• color

主题式教学:   我需要新的衣服!

• size • price 

89 
元

• clothing

• likes / dislikes
• expressions



Theme: Mum, I need new clothes!

Names of clothes

Color of clothes

What is this? This is my...

Learning Outcomes

这是什么..这是我的...

T恤  
毛线衣  
长裤  
短裤  

连衣裙  
裙子  
帽子  
围巾  
手套  
鞋子  
袜子 
大衣 红色  

绿色  
蓝色  
白色  
黑色  
黄色  

粉红色  
紫色

这是什么颜色?

Wear

穿运动鞋  
戴帽子 Numbers

Money

我们坐…….去… 
火车  
船  

总线  
出租车  
走路  

自行车

多少钱？

元
太贵/很便宜

Family/friends

爸爸 
妈妈 
朋友

一二三四五六七八九十

Transport

Likes/dislikes

我喜欢………. 
我不喜欢…… 
我最喜欢……

太贵了 
很便宜 
好看 

不好看

Expressions

Size

太 
最 
大 
小 

大一点 
小一点

Descriptions

好看 
很漂亮 
很帅

学习目标



Size

Descriptions

Theme: Mom, I need new clothes!
Names of clothes

Color of clothes

What is this? This is my...

这是什么..这是我的...

T恤  
毛线衣  
长裤  
短裤  

连衣裙  
裙子  
帽子  
围巾  
手套  
鞋子  
袜子 
大衣

红色  
绿色  
蓝色  
白色  
黑色  
黄色  

粉红色  
紫色

这是什么颜色?

Wear

穿运动鞋  
戴帽子

Numbers

Money

我们坐…….去… 
火车  
船  

总线  
出租车  
走路  

自行车

多少钱？

元

太贵/很便宜

Family/friends

爸爸 
妈妈 
朋友

一二三四五六七八九十

Transport

Likes/dislikes

我喜欢………. 
我不喜欢…… 
我最喜欢……

太贵了 
很便宜 
好看 

不好看

Expressions

太 
最 
大 
小 

大一点 
小一点

我觉得.. 
太长 
太短 

很舒服 
很漂亮 
很帅

Topic: Clothing

Names of clothes

What is this? This is my...

衣服的名字

这是什么..这是我的...

衣服的颜色

T恤  
毛线衣  
长裤  
短裤  

连衣裙  
裙子  
帽子  
围巾  
手套  
鞋子  
袜子 
大衣

红色  
绿色  
蓝色  
白色  
黑色  
黄色  

粉红色  
紫色

Wear 穿运动鞋  
戴帽子

Color of clothes

这是什么颜色?



Word Smart
Body Smart

Group Smart

Self Smart Logic Smart

Music Smart Picture Smart

Learning Outcomes

Theme: Mum, I need new clothes!

I can pack a suitcase.
I can ask “What is this?”

I can explain why I need  
new clothes. 

语言智能

逻辑智能

图片智能

运动智能

自我认智能

音乐智能

人际关系智能



Learning Contracts and Work Stations

GROUP SMART 人际智能



Learning Contracts



Learning Contracts give 
students a choice 
about how they 

demonstrate their learning  



人际关系智能

逻辑智能

空间智能

音乐智能

语言智能

自我认智能
运动智能

自然观察智能

一 二
三

四

五六七

八



*

*



Rap
Role-play

Card game

Cartoon
Poster

Map
Vocab. game

Technology



= You must complete



READING 
TASK 1 
Make a 

Matching card 
Game with 

sentences and 
images.

SPEAKING 
TASK 2 

Conduct a 
Survey about 
which sports 
and hobbies 

your classmates 
like.

WRITING  TASK 2 
With your Talk 
Partner make a 

Poster of the results 
of the Hobbies 

Survey.



SPEAKING 
TASK 4 

Write a script 
about a 

telephone 
conversation.
Rehearse the 
conversation 
with your Talk 

Partner.

CREATING TASK 
5  Write a script 

about a telephone 
conversation.
Rehearse the 

conversation with 
your Talk Partner.





Rap

Game

Map
Cartoon

Survey

Bumper 

Sticker
Poster

Comic



Work Stations









Choice Boards



Choice Boards
Students choose from a menu of options
Tasks vary by process and interest
Some anchor activities can be required of 

all students
Can be used for homework, projects, and 

assessment
Require deeper learning and higher-order 

thinking skills





选择板-我们来开派对吧





Tiered Activities



I get it now. I don’t 
understand.

I already 
know this.



Novice

Class level

Extension



Novice

Class level

Extension

1. Decide what content 
everyone needs to know.



Novice

Class level

Extension

Increase 
complexity 
and depth

Provide extra 
support in 
learning 
activities



Novice
Provide extra 
support and 
scaffolding in 

learning 
activities



Digging deeper

Scaffolding

Class level

Students will present a TV 
weather forecast.  
You will choose any 5 cities 
in China, and include 5 
types of weather in your 
forecast. Create your  own 
Weather Map.

Learning Outcome: 

I am a TV Weather 
Reporter!

Students will present a TV 
weather forecast.  
Use the template provided 
to prepare the weather 
forecast. Use the Weather 
Map provided.

Students will present a TV 
weather forecast.  
You will include 8 cities, 8 
types of possible weather 
conditions, plus 
temperatures. Create your 
own Weather Map and 
Weather Jingle to use in 
your presentation.



Tiered Activities

Novice

Extension



Bloom’s Taxonomy Verbs
Beginner Advanced



What I know What I want to 
know

What I learnt

K.W.L 



Mixed Ability Class -Clothing

Beginner
Name the clothes in 
the suitcase. Draw 

and label the 
clothing.

Class level
Compare the clothes 
you and a classmate 
are wearing. Identify 

similarities and 
differences.

Extension
Plan a trip to 5 

countries. Make a 
list of the clothes 
you will pack for 
different weather. 
Justify your choice 

of clothing.



Mixed Ability Class - My Daily Routine

Describe your daily routine 
from 7am - 6pm. Include 
times, and activities. For 
example: What time do 

you wake up? /eat lunch?

Investigate the daily routine 
of 2 sports players. Discuss 

with your Talk Partner.

Invent an App that records 
everything you do each day. 
Design a screenshot of the 
App user’s daily routine.



All students are successful

As teachers, we have a responsibility to ensure:



Learning Contracts 
give me choices.

Planning for
my Learning Style 
ensures I am 
successful.

Tiered activities 
give me
a chance to 
demonstrate
my abilities.


