
Tips and Tricks for Teaching Chinese Characters
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又一遍



The traditional way



Brain was disengaged



My hand was writing.

No cognitive processes needed. 



No Learning Autonomy



No Understanding



Copy

Write over and over

Dictation

Test

Often Failure



Very often, Chinese characters are the barrier to 
successful Chinese language learning



In Australia, by the 
final year of senior 

high school, 
94% of those who 

began to study 
Mandarin sometime 
earlier have dropped 

the subject.



It is hard work, as is 
any learning, but I am 

going to give your 
the tools, and the 

secrets to help you 
understand Chinese 

characters.



speak a lot

listen a lot

read a lot



speak a lot

listen a lot

understand a lot





“Give a person a 
fish and he/she will 

eat for a day. 

Teach a person to 
fish and he/she will 
eat for a lifetime.”



Every student can be a successful learner.



Before any characters are taught.....



你
Visual cuesSpace

Building blocks

Purpose

拆分 形象提示

偏旁部首

含义

Give students 
the tools to be 

ACTIVE 
learners.



Activate the brain when writing characters



STAGE 1



Let students explore the square that characters are in.



STAGE 1: Parts of the square



他 



是



没有



Do we give students a way of thinking about 
characters?





1 2 3 4 5

5 6 7 8 9



STAGE 2



The SECRET of Chinese characters.
汉字的秘密



The Building Blocks



Make Students INSIDERS of  
Chinese characters

Ah hah!



From Day 1, students are engaged in exploring characters using radicals.



Radicals are what unlock characters
部首是解锁汉字的钥匙

部首



• Radicals provide ‘hooks’ for memory

问



Learning Plan - Chinese Characters



Receive and 
process info.

Permanent 
record of info.

Recall info. in 
response to a 

cue.
Curiosity
Motivation
Focus





Encourage imagination and ‘picture seeing’





Train the brain to see patterns and connections.



Connections strengthens memory



Intensity influences memory



Students need to connect characters to visual memory







My School - New words

Go                              去                    

Classroom                   教 室              

Office                          办公室              

Sports field                  运动场   

Library                       图书馆               

Assembly hall               礼堂                        

Dining hall                   食堂                      

Toilet                           洗手间         

Copy the words and remember them.

Passive Learning 



My School - New words

 去 : 土,厶  earth / private                      

 教 室 : 孝,攵 obedience /                    

 办公室  : 力,八, 八,厶, 宀,至    

 运动场 : 辶,云, 云,力,             

 图书馆 : 囗,冬, 饣,官           

 礼堂  :龸,口,土 

 食堂 : 食, 龸,口,土 

 洗手间: 氵,先, 手, 门,日       
Identify the Building Blocks (Radicals)

Active Learning- 



Allow guessing 

I can see 
heart ⼼心

I know ⽿耳 
is ear.

I 
wonder 
why ⺩王 is 



lid

mouth

border

Initially give English names to the writing strokes



我curve

straight

down kick

cut

down kick

cut

bird

Encourage students to ‘verbalize’ when writing.





Look

Cover

Write

Check X



Look

Cover

Write

Check  X 

Look, Cover, Write, Check



Students need to classify 
characters

口
Students need to 

compare characters



Tactile 
Characters



Pre-Writing Activities

Popcorn characters Playdoh characters



Pretzel characters



Shaving Cream Characters



Disappearing characters



Dad: 爸爸called: 叫apple: 苹果
brother: 弟弟
brother: 哥哥

now:  现在 now:  现在

cat: 猫 dog:  狗apple: 苹果
age: 岁

now:  现在

because:  因为

question: 问题

Classroom Word Wall



Chinese words 
I am 

learning

我 叫⼤大⼩小

Personal Word Wall



65

 Learning Map



Rainbow Writing

绿 
蓝 
黑 
红

Students use a 4 color pen to learn the stroke order of characters.



Feedback? Suggestions? Comments?


