Tips and Tricks for Teaching Chinese Characters
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Brain was disengaged
NS S

| disengaged?



MY hand was Wwriting.; mm




No Learning Autonomy
ARFC B I




No Understanding
AN32 %



Copy

Write over and over

Dictation

Test

Often Failure



Very often, Chinese characters are the barrier to
successful Chinese language learning




6% In Australia, by the

final year of senior
high school,
94% of those who

began to study
Mandarin sometime
earlier have dropped
the subject.

TR RAT, 947%
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It is hard work, as is
any learning, but | am ’
going to give your
the tools,and the *
to help you
Chinese
characters.
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‘. j:j@_%:l; understand a lot
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“Give a person a
fish and he/she will
eat for a day.

Teach a person to
fish and he/she will
eat for a lifetime.’







Before any characters are taught.....
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Visual cues
ViR & n
Ty

Space Give students #®
E i the tools to be f_
ACTIVE |
learners.

Building blocks
o 3

o+ F = 4F
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Activate the brain when writing characters BB
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Let students explore the square that characters are in.
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STAGE 1I: Parts of the square
777 3K













Do we give students a way of thinking about
characters?

ﬁﬂ]fﬂ\f %’E ﬂj\\s%/)’(»}—éjﬁxji\?

/7’%\3% Jintian n. today

Hﬂ x mingtian n. tomorrow ,«F‘

B’E o zudtian n. yesterday y & ""D"i }

%3& chintian n. spring, springtime ) ..::*"
#. R 2A 5 . 1 \
=5 tiangi n. weather | \ }/.
P X

K== tiankong n. sky, heaven NG

/’Sﬂi dongtian n. winter f



%3{ Jintian n. today
HH 5% mingtian n. tomorrow

%ﬂi zudtian n. yesterday

KR chintian n. spring, springtime

%Eﬂ(ﬁ) tiangr n. weather
* 2= tiankong n. sky, heaven

X R dongtian n. winter

E% x1atian n. summer
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The SECRET of Chlnese characters

<N




The Building Blocks
ZARRRNA T LIRE L8



Make Students INSIDERS of
Chinese characters

LR F TR BN AT




From Day 1, students are engaged in exploring characters using radicals.
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Radicals are what unloclk characters
Y 2B X F 04




» Radicals provide ‘hooks’ for memory

LPE AL 3 Aol R EE R
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Learning Plan - Chinese Characters

X B E 2T ALK

Uncover the secrets of Chinese characters with Detective Dan and earn
Badges to solve the mystery

LEVEL 1 - What do you see in Chinese characters?

BADGE YOUR MISSION

COMMENTS

Group characters into 3 shapes

Discover 20 building blocks. Attach an image to each building block.

Group characters according to the building blocks

LEVEL 2 - Get ready to take a closer look!

Group characters into 3 more shapes / Review previous shapes

Learn 20 more building blocks and group characters according to
these building blocks

Understand the Rules for writing characters and begin creating my
own Writing Journal




How People Learn:

Four cognitive processes every teacher should know

AN 2] - & DEPAP AP BIE Pk Re L

Attention Encoding Storage Retrieval

Curiosity Receive and  Permanent Recall info. in

Motivation  process info.  record of info. response to a
Focus

Z%3 5@"%3 L Jéird cue.
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Encourage imagination and ‘picture seeing’
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Train the brain to see patterns and connections.

V| gk —F¥ 46 2 ILFE A Ao ik BB B A




Connections strengthens memory

B % 281501

clothing

) S—




Intensity influences memory

2% )8 54 v A




Students need to connect characters to visual memory
REEZZRAZPMREAOICELER K.
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My School - New words

Go
Classroom
Office

Sports field
Library
Assembly hall
Dining hall

Toilet

*




Active Learning- T 73 7]

My School - New words

% : £ 4 earth / private
# F : % 4 obedience /
INE N, N\, TR
B 5\ =, =,7,
A4 L4 4 8
A = S
£E R, T,
AWk, F, 11,8
|dentify the Building Blocks (Radicals)

RB R ELPE
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Initially give English names to the writing strokes

BEX, BPEHRXBRIAL




down kick

down kick

Encourage students to ‘verbalize’ when writing.

RN £ BT A BT &L
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Look, Cover, Write, Check

Look, Cover, Write, Check,|

Look (@ IS
@ N
Cover [y
) X EA,
Write / o
Check (@ X\/ [P




Students need to classify
characters

iﬁ,’% \—K,)z

| ¢

“ B P p4boR
DDZ %DQD

~) hand

,fj‘ to hit

aljfi to throw
A to pick up

o a= to point

JF  tohold

Students need to
compare characters

Y F 2 E T




Tactile
Characters



Pre Writing Activities

BadE

Popcorn characters Playdoh characters

M K63 ML R
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Pretzel characters 74 + 37




Shaving Cream Characters #5767 ¥

1




Disappearing characters 1!
ZE NN S




called: A4
cat: J&

now: IL{E question: [0 2R



Personal Word Wall = e .
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Rainbow Writing === =
Kie1I

Students use a 4 color pen to learn the stroke order of characters.

¥ RO R E X 2T E B E



Feedback?  Suggestions? Comments?




