PRESENTATIONS / WORKSHOPS FOR TEACHERS OF CHINESE
Shaz Lawrence

shaz@creativechinese.com

#1: Assessment for Learning

Research in assessment suggests that learners learn best, and attainment improves, when learners understand clearly what they are trying to learn, and what is expected of them; are given feedback about the quality of their work, and what they can do to make it better. Explore how formative and summative assessment for learning, can be the key to success in your Chinese language classroom.

#2: The Thematic Approach to teaching Chinese

During this workshop we will explore how to use themes in teaching Chinese. Themes are a great way to pull together a number of topics, focused on a real-life context so learning is effective and meaningful to the students. Teachers will run through the process of developing their own themes using learning outcomes, assessment activities, and vocabulary content.

#3: Teach Chinese? Yes you can!

This workshop explores strategies that a general classroom teacher, with little or no previous knowledge of the Chinese language, can implement in the classroom. This workshop immerses teachers in language that will prepare teachers to teach Chinese in the classroom. Culture is embedded within the learning experiences, and teachers will explore how to develop their own Chinese language/culture program for their beginner students.

#4: Multiple Intelligences and Learning Chinese
Explore the theory of Multiple Intelligences and learn new ways to implement MI in the Chinese Language Classroom. We will examine the 8 ways of being smart as proposed by Howard Gardner, find out our own learning styles, and review Units of Work that integrate MI into the learning of the Chinese Language.

  

#5: Thinking Outside the Box - Teaching Chinese Creatively
Engaging students in the process of learning Chinese can sometimes be challenging. In this workshop we will "think outside the box" and examine creative and fun ways to introduce the Chinese language to Primary and Secondary students.

As we imagine new ways of presenting Chinese, we will explore Student Contracts and Learning Centers to promote effective learning.

 

#6: From Good to Outstanding - Transform your Chinese teaching!

What makes an outstanding Chinese language program? During this presentation, we will examine the qualities of an outstanding Chinese language teacher and reflect on how we can develop our skills in teaching. Practical examples of lesson plans and best practices will be given, as well as opportunities for teachers to share and reflect on their skills.

#7: Strategies for Teaching Culture through Language

Participants will explore ways Chinese culture can be integrated into the Chinese language program.  Practical and simple examples of fun and effective learning activities will be given that can be used in a language classroom. Embedded culture and challenging language learning strategies are the foundation of a successful Chinese program.

#8: TPR - Teach Chinese the active way!

We will explore the TPR theory of language learning. (Total Physical Response) Total Physical Response encourages students to be active and demonstrate their comprehension of the Chinese language through actions and activities. The workshop is based on the work of Dr. James Asher who developed this language learning method and is very useful for beginner learners of Chinese.

#9: Classroom Management Tips for the teacher of Chinese

Explore effective teaching strategies that encourage high quality learning and create a positive learning environment in the Chinese language classroom. 

A variety of teaching ideas and resources will be explored that make learning exciting and keep students on task in the classroom. 

#10: Learning Chinese and Teens: Best Practices

Teaching teenagers in the language classroom is a highly rewarding experience. We will look at the unique cognitive development of teens that encourage self-directed learning and self/peer assessment. The teacher/student partnership is highly crucial in language learning, and we will examine best classroom practices that raise the standards for learning the Chinese language in teenagers. Tips for developing Units of work related to teenagers’ interests, as well as Learning Contracts will be explored.

#11: Academic Rigor + Engagement = A Successful Chinese language program in the Secondary School
How can you ensure that your school’s Chinese language program will continue to grow and students will achieve at a high level? With a balance of academic rigor and student engagement, we can provide a learning infrastructure that will not only produce outstanding learning outcomes, but will highly motivate students at the Secondary school grade level. Among the topics to be explored include: Developing reading, writing, and speaking tasks, and a number of strategies to sustain engaged learning during the Secondary years.
       #12: Self Organized Learning in the Secondary language classroom - Sugata Mitra’s work through the Hole in the Wall experiments in India, showed that groups of children, given shared digital resources can learn to use computers and go on to learn almost anything on their own that they have an interest in. Students are challenged with Essential Questions to discover information and to think critically about the information they discover. Participants in this Workshop will be provided with hands-on experiences of using Essential Questions and technology to maximize Chinese-speaking skills.

#13: What do you say after nǐ hǎo? -  Chinese language programs will only continue to grow and students will achieve at a high level, when a balance of academic rigor and engagement of students is expected. We will explore 20 strategies for raising that standard of student's speaking skills through games, technology, role-plays, picture talks, and group activities. We will also explore how clear Learning Outcomes, and a learner-centered classroom will enable students to achieve a high quality of spoken skills in the Secondary classroom.
#14: 我忘了！- Tips and tricks for remembering Chinese characters
The latest research on the brain and language learning can assist us in teaching Chinese characters in a systematic way, so students succeed in learning. We will examine the use of chunking and visual memory, as well as ways of making Chinese characters ‘memorable’. This is a very practical session for teachers who want to make Chinese characters ‘stick’ using strategies suitable for Secondary students.
#15: How to introduce Daily Journals in your Chinese language classroom
The more students write, the better writers they become! In this session we will explore ways we can encourage daily writing in the Chinese language classroom. With self-reflective Journals, students will use their knowledge of Chinese to reflect on their learning, so writing becomes a daily event. Ideas for getting started with Journal writing, as well as extending Journal writing for more advanced learners will be shared.
#16: Creative Writing – Let the students write!

So often we limit our students to practicing writing Characters on grids, or formula writing patterns and templates. Unleash the imagination and creativity of your students with creative writing in the Chinese language classroom. Examples of how to use creative writing techniques in the Secondary school will be examined, as well as how motivation and engagement increases when students use creative writing to demonstrate their knowledge of Chinese characters.

#17: Using iPads in a Chinese Language Classroom

Explore how the iPod /iPad can be integrated seamlessly into the Primary/Secondary Chinese language classroom to support the learning for each student.

Demonstrations will be shown of how students can learn independently, using Podcasts, Apps and videos, to enhance speaking, listening, and reading skills.

Using Touch Technologies in your Chinese classroom, can transform your students into active, engaged, and highly effective Chinese language learners.

#18: Differentiation – All students can learn Chinese!

Students have different needs and favored learning styles. Differentiating in the Chinese language classroom involves matching your teaching methods to students’ needs and providing students with multiple options and paths for learning. We will explore the use of Choice Boards, Exit Slips, Student Goals, and Learning Contracts to maximize language learning in the classroom.
#19: Play, Passion and Purpose

For students to effectively acquire the Chinese language they need to be actively engaged in their learning. Teachers become guides and facilitators in the classroom, as play, passion and purpose are the driving elements of meaningful language acquisition. Included in this session are practical ideas for an inquiry-based Chinese language classroom.

#20: Teaching Chinese – A Global Perspective

We will explore the teaching and learning of Chinese from across the globe. Using videos of best practice in the Chinese language classroom, we will define the elements of outstanding teaching in the language classroom and determine how we can infuse these practices in our classroom.

#21: Work Stations    

Nurture independent learners and encourage problem solving using Work Stations in the language classroom.  Work Stations are areas within the classroom where students work alone or interact with one another, using instructional materials to explore and expand their uses of the Chinese language.  We will develop our own Work Stations for our students to encourage independent and engaging learning.
#22: Learning Contracts 

A learning contract is a collaboratively written agreement between a student and a teacher that delineates what is to be learned, how it will be learned, and how that learning will be evaluated. Explore how Learning Contracts can nurture curiosity and independent learning in your language classroom.
#23: Fill the bucket or light the fire?

Explore how to light the ‘fire of curiosity’ and problem-solving in the Chinese language classroom. Plan student-centered activities that not only engage students but also develop higher order thinking skills. Do you light the fire or fill the bucket in your classroom?

#24: The Inquiry-based method of learning characters

Learn new methods for teaching students how to read and write Chinese characters based on the latest research about the brain and how students learn most effectively. The students’ inquiry skills and curiosity can be harnessed to ensure deep and meaningful learning outcomes.

#25: Do your students acquire or learn Chinese?

What’s the difference between acquiring a language and learning a language? We will examine the 5 Principles of Effective Second Language Acquisition and plan meaningful lesson plans focusing on all 5 principles: comprehensible input, listening and comprehension, physical action and gestures, and the affective filter.

#26: The Inquiry Approach to learning Chinese

Inquiry-based learning is a process where students are involved in their learning, formulating questions, investigating widely and then building new understandings, meaning and knowledge. But what does this look like in a Chinese language classroom? We will plan and develop an Inquiry Unit for our students, using a step-by-step guide that can be easily implemented in our language classroom.

Please email me at: shaz@creativechinese.com for more details of the workshops or to schedule presentations.

Thank you,

Shaz Lawrence

