10 Essentials for a Successful Chinese Program
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1. What to teach?

2. The Thematic Approach

3. Lesson Planning

•Introduction / Review / Games

•Connect existing knowledge

•Introduce new content

•Practice – whole group, small groups, Talk partner

•Students rehearse or apply new knowledge
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4. Have fun with characters!

5. Talk Partners / Roleplays

6. Tones!

7. Assessment - Learning Portfolio

8. Infuse culture

9. High Expectations

10. Have fun!

How to teach creatively:
    * Make learning meaningful for the students

    * Engage students in challenging activities with achievable goals

    * Use imagination to create emotional anchors

· Use relevant real world examples to sustain students’ interest

· Use Multi-media materials to engage the senses

Writing Ideas

· ‘Chinglish’ – allow Chinese characters mixed with English for written work

· Trace Chinese characters in the air with ‘magic pencil’.

· Shaving cream writing – messy but fun!

· Paper pasted over characters – for extra special fun – use pasta, seeds or even sandpaper

· Create Character mobiles with pipe cleaners

· Let students experiment with Kid Pix and drawing tools in Word to ‘write’ characters

· Make Mini-Books using Power-point presentations

· Make Chinese Character cookies!

· Use Mini Whiteboards for individual writing practice

· Create red headbands by writing characters with markers

· Use paint brushes and buckets of water outdoors for a no-mess writing activity

· Write characters on fans, scrolls, and newspapers

Reading and Responding

· Provide easy to remember memory cues

· Encourage ‘imagination’ and ‘picture seeing’ when introducing characters

· Create jigsaws of Chinese characters

· Develop a library of class BIG books

· Let’s go fishing magnet game

· Use the element of surprise! Hide new characters around the room

· Pass the Parcel game

· Mini Character cards in pouches

· Passport of characters recognized

· Use Chinese newspapers to identify characters learned

· A shower curtain makes a great ‘Twister’ game

· Beanie Babies and character labels

· Bingo templates

[image: image3.png]



